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Communication and Language


We will be working on children’s ability to focus their attention when following audio stories without pictures and prompts, recalling details of the stories and imagining characters. We will explore humour and different audiences, thinking about how we adapt our communication process in a range of settings.  Children will continue to develop their questioning skills to research and investigate topics. 





Personal, Social and Emotional Development.


Through circle time and P4C children will discuss key learning skills to aid in their growth and path to become independent learners. They will discuss individuality, team work, behaviour, dangers, the community etc. 


Children will continue to discuss the importance of self-care and keeping healthy. 





Physical development


The children will continue to have weekly PE sessions with Mr Williams to improve their gross-motor skills and continue to build on their general fitness levels.





Children should now be forming letters of the alphabet (print or pre-cursive) holding their pencil with increased control.  Continue to practise forming lowercase and uppercase letters at home. 





Home support: Please continue to practise holding and using pencils, pens, paint brushes and scissors with your child. Practise forming letters in a variety of contexts. Please encourage your child to dress and undress independently. 





Reception


Spring 1


Miss Breslin and Miss Forlani


Child initiated learning
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Mathematics


We will begin to use mathematical language to learn about height and capacity (tall, short, tallest, shortest, full, empty) and compare and order objects by their height or capacity using unifix cubes and other measures. 


We will be using knowledge of counting and number recognition to 10 to start working out 1 more/1 less than a number. Some children will use practical objects to do this and others will be ready for a number line strategy. Some children will be ready to work with number recognition and value to 20 (using practical equipment to begin to understand that 11 is 10 and 1 more and not 1 and 1). We will be adding and subtracting sets of objects ( to 10) using our fingers to help us find the total and using mathematical language such as plus, add, take away, subtract, equals. We will begin to learn the symbols that represent the language + - and will begin to work with different pairs of numbers that total 5 and 10 eg 2+3=5 and 1+4=5. Encourage your child to write sums at home. 





Literacy


We will continue to follow a programme of Phonics to aid us with our reading and writing and most children will begin Phase 3 phonics. Children will learn diagraph sounds (where 2 letters represent 2 sounds such as ‘ai’ in rain) and will learn to blend these when reading words and segment them when writing and spelling words. Please practise reading the Phase 3 tricky words below with your child:


he we be she me was all are you they her


We will begin to learn the names of the letters as well as their sounds, through singing alphabet songs. Children will apply their phonic knowledge and continue to practise their letter formation through written tasks in our writing area, such as writing labels, captions, lists, speech bubbles, stories and comic strips. 


Children will use non-fiction books to research (beginning to develop awareness of features such as indexs and contents pages) and ICT websites to retrieve information. 








Sports Coach Session- Physical Development


Miss Breslin’s class Thursday am.


Miss Forlani’s class Friday pm.


We would like to make parents aware that when children partake in sports activities, they are always provided with the appropriate equipment, when is deemed necessary for their safety. However, should parents wish, they may provide additional safety personal equipment for their child to wear during sports activities in school time, for example, mouth guards and shin pads. If parents choose to provide such equipment for their child, then he/she should take responsibility for these items.











Understanding the World





Children will have weekly access to the laptops and different technology such as Bee-bots, radios and the interactive whiteboard to extend their understanding of technology around school. 


Children will look at similarities and changes such as the freezing and boiling process of water and growing (animals/humans/plants etc.)





Expressive Arts and design


Children will continue to explore a variety of songs, dances and music to aid their creative development. Children will have access to musical instruments in the provision areas to explore, rhythm, tempo, sound etc. 


Children can access a range of materials around the classroom such as paint, collage, construction materials etc. to lead their exploration through child initiated activities. 











Our class assemblies will be:


Miss Breslin’s Class – 20th February (9.00am)  


Miss Forlani’s Class -  27th February (9.00am)








