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Communication and Language


This half term we will be modelling use of tenses in speech, when working with groups and individuals and through activities such as show and tell. When asking the children about their weekends on a Monday, we will be modelling use of past tense eg ‘I went to the park’. As part of our Literacy focus we will be encouraging the children to listen attentively and this can be practised at home; when you have read a story to your child close the book and ask them questions such as what was the animal called, what colour was the car etc? See how much they can answer without looking back at the pictures. 





 Personal, Social and Emotional Development.


This half term we will be concentrating on developing the children’s patience, their ability to wait and tolerate delay if adults and other children don’t meet their needs immediately. Adults will be encouraging the children to use sand timers to wait their turn to use resources and equipment and model correct behaviours. Please encourage your child to wait their turn, especially in conversation eg if you are speaking to another family member such as their sibling ask them to wait until you have finished talking. 














Physical development


 The children will be getting ready for P.E themselves this half term, as part of our health and self-care curriculum. We will help them with buttons and fasteners but will be expecting the children to attempt to take their jumpers and trousers/ skirts off themselves. At the weekends, when you have time, please try and encourage your child to get dressed and undressed themselves. You might want to teach them strategies such as turning their jumper around the correct way and then slipping their arms in. 


We will be starting ‘dough disco’ this half term where we will be using playdough in a fun and interactive way to help the children further develop their fine motor skills, including finger strength and dexterity. We will also try and have lots of sensory activities such as shaving foam and jelly out. 





 











Nursery


Mrs Jones 


Child initiated learning


Spring 1 
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Mathematics


In Mathematics we will be using children’s knowledge of numerals 1-10 to start teaching them about number size and number ordering. We will be using numicon and real life objects to emphasise that amounts can increase and decrease as objects are added and taken away. We will also be encouraging the chn to start looking for numerals that they know in the environment. 


Through continuous provision and maths sessions, we will be teaching children to use and respond to positional language (next to, on top, behind, infront, inbetween) when moving resources and learning objects. Please use this language with your child when giving them instructions and directions.  





Literacy





In shared story time we will continue to encourage chn to join in with repetitive refrains and to recall parts of stories. Will also start to explore rhythm in stories such as ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’. We will also be starting to explore rhyme through stories and within phase 1 phonics. 











Our writing focus this half term is to encourage the chn to trace over their names. Now most children are beginning to use the correct tripod grip please encourage them to practise tracing over their name. You may need to use your hand, as they hold the pencil to guide them to form the letters from the correct starting point. If your child is more confident, write their name and then ask them to copy the letters underneath. 











Sports Coach Session- Physical Development


Nursery will have their session on Wednesday mornings. 


We would like to make parents aware that when children partake in sports activities, they are always provided with the appropriate equipment, when is deemed necessary for their safety. However, should parents wish, they may provide additional safety personal equipment for their child to wear during sports activities in school time, for example, mouth guards and shin pads. If parents choose to provide such equipment for their child, then he/she should take responsibility for these items.











Understanding the World





Our main focus this half term will be on teaching and learning around technology. Encouraging the children to use technology in the classroom, such as the smartboard and knowing how to turn on and off equipment such as the CD player. If your child has any technological toys at home, such as wind up cars these could be bought in for show and tell. 





We will be looking at other cultures through our discussions of Chinese New Year in the last week of this half term. We will be sharing photographs and video clips with the children to aid talk and be sampling some Chinese food.  





Expressive Arts and design


Our focus in Expressive arts this half term will be on dance, movement and acting. We will be encouraging the children to express themselves freely, in response to a range of songs/music and instruments such as the piano. We will also play games such as ‘Musical statues’ to encourage them to listen carefully to the music. 


This half term the children will also be taking part in weekly music lessons, on a Friday with our Music teacher Mrs August. Her focus will be on encouraging the children to respect the percussion instruments and listen and play quiet and loud sounds.  








